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From the beginning of hostilities in China in 1937, the Japanese Navy had
been the target of small but annoying bombing attacks by Chinese air
forces. Feeling the need for a high-speed, quick-climbing interceptor to
combat such raids, work began on what was to eventually become the
Raiden ("Thunderbolt") in 1938.

Slowed by priority work on the A6M Zero, Jiro Horikoshi's team at
Mitsubishi eventually chose to employ the powerful 14-cylinder Mitsubishi
Kasei 13 radial engine in the new plane despite concerns about it's large
size and high fuel consumption. To combat the big powerplant's drag, it
was decided to mount it deep within a long, tapered cowling, connecting
the propeller via an extension shaft and incorporating a cooling fan. The
first prototype flight finally took place in March of 1942, but problems with
the engine and its cooling system, poor pilot visibility and sub-specification
performance led to numerous modifications. These included replacement of
the engine and extension shaft system with the smaller Kasei 23a, resulting
in a shorter nose and improved visibility. Satisfied, the Navy ordered
production of the Raiden Model 11 (J2M2) beginning in September 1943.
Work also quickly began on the Model 21 (J2M3), which boosted armament
from the two 7.7mm machine guns in the fuselage and two wing-mounted

20mm cannon of the Model 11 to four wing-mounted cannon, dropping the
MGs completely. This was by far the most-produced variant of the plane.
Other variants included the turbo-supercharged Model 32 (J2M4), the
Model 33 (J2M5), which featured an enlarged cockpit and canopy, as well
as the Kasei 26 engine, and the Model 31 (J2M6), which had the enlarged
canopy and cockpit, but the same Kasei 23 engine as the Model 21 due to
shortages in Kasei 26 supply. Total production of all Raiden variants
totaled approximately 500 aircraft by war's end.

In service, the Raiden -- code-named "Jack" by the Allies -- proved a fine
aircraft and it was the preferred bomber-destoyer of IJN pilots late in the
war where it frequently faced incoming U.S. B-29s. Nevertheless, confusion
over its role in the Navy -- many advocated the faster Shiden in the
interceptor role -- and persistent technical problems slowed its production
to levels where its impact on the outcome of the conflict was limited.

DATA: Crew: 1; Wingspan: 10.795m; Length: 9.70m; Height: 3.81m; Max
Gross Weight: 3,435kg; Wing Area: 20.05m ; Engine: Mitsubishi Kasei 23
Ko (1,820hp takeoff power); Max Speed: 589 km/h; Armament: 20mm
cannon x 4
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* APPLY DECAL OPEN HOLE 2 SETS NEEDED .a»‘ DO NOT CEMENT

HIEAR ABZIEHBILD OFFNEN WIRD DOPPELT BENOTIGT NICHT KLEBEN
APPLIQUER DECALCOMANIE FAIRE UN TROU DEUX SETS NECESSAIRES NE PAS COLLER
APPLICARE DECALCOMANIE FORO APERTO NECESSARIE 2 SERIE NON INCOLLARE
PONER CALCOMANIA HACER AQUJERO SE NECESITAN DOS PIEZAS NO PEGAR
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Cockpit Assembly
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Fuselage Assembly
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Main Wing Assembly

T ETTDITPYIPNn N ol J16
REHITEEN, REBH TS,
H OPEN HOLE Open holes if you plan on

attaching bombs.




Drop Tank & Bomb Assembly
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250/drop tank
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60kg bomb
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Parts Installation
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Propeller Installation
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Canopy Installation
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Parts not for use.
Teile werden nicht verwendet.

Pieces & ne pas utiliser.
Parti non per uso.
Partes para no usar.
TREEFAEG

For Japanese use only.
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B H[A] in painting indication is the numberof Gunze Sangyo Aqueous Hobby Color, while
m H Rk STEEL is that of Mr. Color. Glue is not included in this kit.
EB | Hi2 | o®LTSvs (@) FLAT BLACK
" —_ H[1] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von
EE H HAUZ E@‘ (_§%) LIGHT GRAY (M”SUB|SH|) Gunze Sangyo, wahrend [l den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color anzeigt. Im Bausatz ist
H HYF—LyR CLEAR RED kein Klebstoff enthalten.
m H U7 — CLEAR BLUE Sur le guide de peinture, H[] correspond au numéro de couleur GUNZE SANGYO
m H ﬁ%é ORANGE YELLOW »s:sufi(‘)rgli gags:ki?LOR. alors que Il correspond a Mr. COLOR, La colle n'est
[l | HE6 | Besxe BURNT [RON
— = H[1] nella indicazione della pittura ¢ il numero della Gunze Sangyo del colore ad
im Eﬁﬁé (—'ﬁ%) DARK G REEN (M[TSUBISHI) acqua per Hobby, mentre [l e quello di Mr. Color. La colla non é inclusa nella scatola
[125] IOt COWLING COLOR di montaggio.
m :QEVFE(E§X) COCKPlT COLOR(M[TSUBISHD H[i] en indicaciones de pintado. Este es el numero de Gunze Sangyo Aqueous
m] 5&%7&& PROPELLER COLOR Hobby Color, mientras Ell es el de Mr. Color. El pegamento no esta incluido en el kit.
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@®Decal No.z & 2 please use them freely.
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@Clean model surface with wet cloth.

seconds.

-
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@Cut each design out of decal sheet
and dip them in warm water for 20
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®Check with finger tip if design is loose
on base paper. If so, place it on
proper position on model and slide off
base paper leaving design on model.

WFH—IDOUL &5FHEYF Correct Method for Applying Decals
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@®Move desigh to exact position with
wet finger tip, and push out excess
water and air bubbles under decal
with soft cotton cloth.

@7 H— I IFERAENEZSD LKE
DUERT. TH=ILDEDND /
JEIEEVET,

@®When decals get dry, wipw off with
wet cloth excess glue left around
decals.
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CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3
YEARS. CONTAINS SMALL PARTS.

ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
ENFANT DE MOINS DE 36 MOIS, EN RAISON DES PIECES
DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.

ATENCAO: lMPBOPRIO PARA CRIANCAS COM MENOS DE
3 ANOS. CONTEM PECAS PEQUENAS.

NICHT FUR KINDER UNTER 36 MONATEN ENTHALT
KLEINE TEILE.

ATTENZIONE: PRODOTTO NON ADATTO Al BAMBINI DI
ETA’ INFERIORE Al 36 MESI. CONTIENE PICCOLE PARTI.

FORSIGTIG! IKKE EGNET TIL BORN SOM ER MINDRE END
3 AR. INDEHOLDER SMA DELE.

ATTENTIE: NIET GESCHIKT VOOR KINDEREN TOT 4 JAAR.
BEBAT KLEINE ONDERDELEN.

ATENCION: NO ES CONVENIENTE PARA NIN OS
MENORES DE 3 AN OS. CONTIENE PIEZAS PEQUEN AS.

MPOZOXH : KATAAAHAO MIA MAIAIA ANQ TQN
TPIQN ETQN MEPIEXEI MIKPA
TEMAXIA

HBVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN

@Bite lesen Sie die Anleitung vor dem Zusammenbauen sorgfaltig durch.

@®Verwenden Sie nur Kunsistoffklebstoff und Kunststoffiackfarben.

@®Die geleerten Plastiktiten sollten zerissen und weggeworfen  wer-
den, um zu verhindem, daB Kleinkinder beim Spielen darin ersticken.

@Handhaben Sie Klebstoff und Lackfarben niemals in der Néhe
von offenen Flammen.

@Mit klebemittel sparsam umgehen und wéhrend des zusam -
menbaus fir ausreichende ventilation sorgen.

BANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE, LEA CUIDADO-
SAMENTE LO SIGUIENTE

@Antes del ensamblaje, estudie cuidadodamentie las instrucciones.

®Emplee solamente cemento pléstioo y pinturas.

@Rompa v fire las bolsas de pléstico a fin de evitar que los nifios
pequenios puedan sofocarse jugando con ellas.

@®No emplee nunca cemento ni pinture cerca de llamas.

®Usare I'adesivo moderatamente e ventilare bene I'ambiente
durante la costruzione.

BLIRE CECI AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE
MONTAGE

@Etudier attentivement les instructions avant le montage.

®N'utiliser que del'adhésif plastique et du vernis.

@Déchirer et jeter les sacs en plastiques vides pour éviter
tout danger d'étouffement pour les enfants.

®Ne jamais utiliser d'adhésif ou du vermis prés d'une flamme.

@Utiliser le ciment avec modération et bien ventiler la piéce
pendant le montage.
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BILEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

@ Studiare attentamente le istruzioni prima del montaggio.

@Usare solo adesivo e vernici per plastica.

@Strappare e gettare le buste di plastica vuote per evitare il
pericolo di soffocamento per bambini piccoli.

@Non usare mai l'adesivo o la vernice vicino ad una fiamma.

@ Utilice suficiente adhesivo y ventile bien la habitacion durante
la construccion.

"WARNING" FUNCTIONAL SHARP POINTS\
"WARNUNG" SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
"Avertissement" Points essentiels de fonctionnement
"ATTENZIONE" PARTI MOLTO ACUMINATE
"AVISO" PUNTOS AGUDOS EN FUNCIONAMIENTO
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ASSEMBLING.
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*MAKE SURE TO READ
BELOW BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

* ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD ALSO READ
INSTRUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDREN
AGED 12 OR YOUNGER.

1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE

.TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING KIT

INSTRUCTIONS LISTED
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PARTS AS CHILDREN MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEAR-

ING OVER HEAD.

. CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTO

DUSTBOX AT ONCE.

.DO NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME

PARTS MAY BE TOO SHARP. MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR

FAMILIES WITH INFANTS.

.DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS. KEEP AWAY FROM

REACH OF CHILDREN.

.WRONG OR CARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY

HURT THE ASSEMBLER.

.BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:

*DO NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC.

**DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.

*DO NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND
EYE IF MISTAKENLY PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL
WATER AND CONSULT A DOCTOR.

8.USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS, BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTER
CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUAL.
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