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Italské letectvo pfed druhou svétovou valkou velmi dlouho spoléhalo na stihaci dvouplo$niky. Odrazely se v tom italské zkuSenosti z ob&anské valky
ve Spanélsku, kde vynikajici obratnost Fiatd CR.32 vyvaZovala rychlost dolnoplonych I-16. Ale vyvoj v okolnich statech ukazoval, Ze budoucnost
patfi stihacim jednoplo$nikiim. Proto Regia Aeronautica vypsala v roce 1938 soutéz na stihaci dolnoplo$nik s hvézdicovym motorem.

Séfkonstruktér firmy Reggiane, R. Longi navazal na své zkusenosti z prace u firmy Seversky a pro tuto soutéZ pfipravil navrh Re 2000. Novy stroj
jako by z oka vypadl typu Seversky P-35, v€etné pétinosnikového kfidla tvoficiho integraini nadrz paliva. Prvni prototyp MM408 vzlétl poprvé 24.
kvétna 1939. V srpnu byl porovnavan se stihatkami dal$ich italskych firem a s Bf 109E. Udajné obratnosti pfekonaval i dvouplo$ny Fiat CR.42 a i
dal$imi vlastnostmi dominoval. Ale kvuli zranitelnému kfidlu s integralnimi nadrzemi soutéz nevyhral. Objednany byly dal$i dva prototypy a série 200
ks. Tabyla ale zahy zruSena, i pfes to, Ze vyrobce pfepracoval kfidlo na tfinosnikové s klasickymi nadrzemi.

O Re 2000 projevily zajem zahrani¢ni letectva. Zajem britské RAF zastavilo vypuknuti druhé svétoveé valky. Jesté pred koncem roku 1939 ale Re
2000 objednalo Madarsko, podepsana byla i licenéni vyroba. Sedmdesat kusl bylo vyrobeno v Italii, dostaly bojové jméno Héja I. Dodavky se
protahly a skoncily az s koncem roku 1941. DalSich stodevadesat jedna Re 2000, s motorem Manfred Weiss WM K-14B a kulomety
Gebauerraze 12,7 mm bylo vyrobeno pfimo v Madarsku. Tyto stroje nesly jméno Héja Il. V roce 1940 objednalo velké dodavky italskych stihacek
Svédsko, véetné Sedesati kusi Re 2000. Opét italska vyroba pokulhéavala a posledni Re 2000 byly dodany aZ v ¢ervnu 1942. Dvacet stroji z vyrobni
linky zabavila Regia Aeronautica. Pét strojli bylo dokonc¢eno jako Re 2000 ser. |, dal$i ve verzi Re 2000 GA's prodlouzenym doletem. Cast strojli byla
prestavéna na verzi Catapultabile, katapultovaci verzi uréenou jako nahrada Ro43 aRo44.

Italské Re 2000 byly nasazeny hlavné nad Sicilii, pfi doprovodu konvoju. Podilely se i na ttocich proti Malté. Katapultovaci stroje byly testovany z
katapultd bitevnich lodi, ale nakonec operovaly z pozemnich zakladen.

Madarské stroje byly nasazeny na vychodni fronté. V pribéhu roku 1942 prestavaly Re 2000 stacit na rostouci pocty letadel protivnika a postupné
byly stazeny k protivzdusné obrané Madarska a ke cviénym Utvarim. Nékteré kusy udajné prezily valku a slouzily u cviénych utvarl letectva
Madarské lidové republiky az do roku 1959.

Svédské stroje dostaly vojenské oznadeni J-20. StraZily neutralitu jako zachytné stihaci letouny celou valku. Zasahovaly proti narusitelim
vzdusného prostoru obou nepratelskych stran. Nékolik jich bylo v téchto akcich poSkozeno nebo ztraceno. Posledni ‘valecnou’ ztratou byl Re 2000
sestfeleny stfelcem némeckého Do 24 v dubnu 1945, pfi snaze eskortovat Do 24 do nejbliz§iho pfistavu. AZ po konci valky v roce 1945 zacaly
nahrazovat olétané Re 2000 domaci stihacky FFTV J-22.

Rozpéti: 11 m, délka: 7,99 m, maximalni rychlost: 525 km/h, dostup: 10 500 m, dolet: 1400 km (verze Catapultabile), vyzbroj: 2x kulomet Breda
SAFAT raze 12,7 mm

&V

Before the outbreak of WW?2, the Italian Air Force (Regia Aeronautica) fighter units had been equiped with and relied on biplane machines for quite a
long time. Combat experience gained in the Spanish civil war seemed to have confirmed the advantages of such design over modern monoplanes as
the excellent manoeuvrability of the Fiat CR.32 more than ballanced out the sheer speed of the opposing I-16 fighters. However, the aviation
development in neighbouring countries clearly showed that the future would simply belong to monoplane fighters. And thus, in 1938, the Regia
Aeronautica issued requirements calling for alow wing, radial engine-equipped fighter design .

Reggiane’s chief designer R.Longi, previously employed by Seversky, followed his experience achieved during his stay at the company and
proposed a new design called the Re 2000. The machine bore more than a striking resemblance to Seversky’s P-35 monoplane, including such
features as the five-spar wing with integrated fuel tanks. The first prototype MM408 was taken aloft for the first time on 24 May 1939. In August, it
underwent comparative trials with two other Italian fighter desingns and a German Bf 109E. Reportedly, it was capable of outmanouevring the biplane
Fiat CR.42 and its other characteristics were superior too. However, its wing with the integral fuel tanks was clearly prone to fatal combat damage and
therefore, the Re2000 did not succeed in the competition. Nevertheless, the company received an order for two more prototypes and a batch of 200
production machines, which was shortly cancelled even though the wing design had been reworked to incorporate just three spars and standard style
of fuel tanks.

Several other air forces showed their interest in the type though. The British RAF for example, but the outbreak of the war made that deal impossible.
Hungarian military placed an order for the type in late 1939, and even the licence production was signed. Seventy examples were built in Italy,
receiving the name Héja |, deliveries took delay and were finished only at the end of 1941. Further 191 airframes were produced in Hungary, equipped
with Manfred Weiss WM K-14B powerplant and armed with 12.7mm Gebauer machine guns. These were named the Héja ll.

Large numbers of various Italian fighters were requested by Sweden in 1940, including sixty Re2000s. The production in Italy took delays again and
so the last examples of the Re2000s did not arrive until June 1942, with twenty of them being seized by Italians for their own force. Five airframes were
finished in the standard of the Re 2000 ser.l, some others as the Re 2000 GA with extended range. A few of the machines were converted to so called
Catapultabile variety, capable of being catapult launched from battle ships, and meant to replace the Ro 43 and Ro 44 biplanes.

The Italian Re 2000s were mainly deployed in conwoy escort missions around the island of Sicily, they took part in attacks against Malta too. The
Catabultabile variety was tested first from battle ship catapults, butin the end, they were used from ground bases.

Hungarian Re 2000s were used on the Eastern front, where in 1942 were found inferior to the still increasing numbers of the opposing fighters and
were gradually sent back to Hungary to serve with air defence and training units. Several of them supposedly survived until the end of the war and
went on to serve with the new Hungarian People’s Republic air force training units as long as until 1959.

Swedish machines were known as the J-20. Being used as interceptors, they guarded Swedish neutrality throughout the long war years. They were
scrambled against intruding warplanes of both the Allies and Axis air forces, with some of them being damaged or even lost in these missions. The last
one to be lost during the war was a J-20 brought down by a gunner of a German Do 24 flying boat in April 1945, when the Swedish pilot was trying to
accompany the plane and escort it to the nearest port. Only when the war had been over in 1945, the remaining, war weary J20s were put off service
and replaced by new indigenous built FFTV J-22 fighter planes.

Wingspan: 11 m, length: 7.99 m, max. speed: 525 km/h, ceiling: 10,500 m, range: 1,400 km (Catapultabile), armament: twin 12.7mm Breda SAFAT
machine gun



Plastic Parts

]

0o

0|0
0
000

0poO0

SYMBOLS

POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT
INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND
ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN

COLLE CYANOACRYLATE COURBER
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MOZNOST VOLBY
OPTIONAL

NACH BELIEBEN FERTIGSTELLEN ENTFERNEN
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Cerna / Black H12/C33
(®) Barva pneu / Tire Black H77/C137
)\ Tmavy kov / Gun Metal H28/C78
@), Opaleny kov /Burnt Iron H76 /C61
\ Hlinikové / Aluminium H8/C8
(% Antikorozni zelena / Anticorrosive Green / Verde Anticorrosione H74 /C26
+10% H1/C1
Modroseda / Blue Grey / Grigio Azzurro H67 /C115
Tmava zelena / Dark Green / Verde Mimetico Scuro H303/C303
Hnéda / Brown / Bruno Chiaro H74/C41
Piskova / Sand / Giallo Mimetico 90% H79/C39 +10% H44 / C51
>< Q Cerna / Black / Nero H12/C€33
Bila / White / Bianco H1/C1
Tento dil nepouzit Jasna zelend / Bright Green / Verde Acceso H26 / C66
Do not use this part Q Cervené / Red / Rosso H3/C3
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Giallo Mimetico
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wire 0.2mm

Clear Red
H90/C47

S#TEP’35

Clear Green
H94/C138



Reggiane Re.2000 I. serie, MM.5069, Sezione Sperimentale (experimentalni Reggiane Re.2000 I. serie, MM.5069, Sezione Sperimentale (Experimental
letka), 74a Squadriglia, 23 Gruppo Autonomo CT, Comiso, Sicilie, Italie, jaro Section), 74a Squadriglia, 23 Gruppo Autonomo CT, Comiso, Sicily, Italy, Spring
1941.V té dobé byly Re.2000 pouzivany k no¢nim utokim na Maltu. Je mozné, 1941.Atthe time, Re.2000s flew night attack sorties against the island of Malta.
Ze tento letoun pouzivalo budouci eso Ten. Giorgio Solaroli di Briona (11 The illustrated machine might have been piloted by Ten. Giorgio Solaroli di
sestfelt). Nechal se u tohoto stroje vyfotit. Briona (later to become an ace with 11 victories) who posed in front of it for the
benefit of the photographer’s camera.
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Reggiane Re.2000 |. serie, MM.5068, Centro Sperimentale (experimentalni
centrum), Guidonia, Italie, podzim 1941. Stroj pilotoval Ten. Adriano Mantelli,
italské eso Spanélské obcanské valky (15 vitézstvi) a byl pouzivan dlouhou
dobu k porovnavacim a jinym testim. To se projevilo na jeho zbarveni a
opotiebeni. Cast paneld krytu motoru byla vyménéna za nové v barvé kovu a

stroj nemél vrtulovy kuzel.
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Hnéda
Brown

Bruno Chiaro
H74/ C41

Reggiane Re.2000 I. serie, MM.5068, Centro Sperimentale (Experimental
Centre), Guidonia, Italy, Autumn 1941. It was flown by Ten. Adriano Mantelli, an
Italian ace pilot who had gained 15 victories in the Spanish Civil War. The
machine was extensively used for comparative and other sorts of flight tests
which accounts for the visible wear and tear of the airframe and its paintwork.
Some of the engine cowl panels were replaced with new ones left in natural
metal and the machine also lacked the propeller spinner.

Bila
White
Bianco
H1/C1

Modroseda

O Blue Grey
Grigio Azzurro

H67/C115

Matna cerna
Matt Black

Nero

H12/C33 1 0



Reggiane Re.2000 I|. serie, MM.neznamé, Sezione Sperimentale Reggiane Re.2000 I.serie, MM.unknown, Sezione Sperimentale (Experimental

(experimentalni letka), 74a Squadriglia, 23 Gruppo Autonomo CT, Comiso,

Sicilie, Italie, jaro 1941.
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Section), 74a Squadriglia, 23 Gruppo Autonomo CT, Comiso, Sicily, Italy, Spring
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