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The Spitfire Mk.VIIT was designed with a fuselage replacing that of the Mk.V
design. which had been the basis of Spitfire variant development since its
inception a year previously. The Merlin 40/45 series engines of the Mk.V
were replaced with Merlin 60 series powerplants mounted with two-stage.
two-speed superchargers, and the pressurization equipment installed in the
ME.VI and MK.VIT for high-altitude capability was removed in lieu of the
MEK.VIII's probable mission profile of having to operate in tropical combat
environments. The fuselage was elongated to accept the larger engines, and
wing-type variants of the Mk.VIII were built for each of the three types of
Spitfire wing - the standard type. the elongated high-altitude type and the
clipped tip low-altitude type -- allowing the MK.VIII to be employed
effectively at any potential combat altitude. Additional major modifications
including strengthening of the fuselage structure, an enlarged rudder and
retractable tailwheel engendered great expectations for the new type among
RAF personnel. September 1941 saw renewed Luftwalfe efforts over the

English Channel marking the debut of the formidable new Fw190A, which
completely outclassed the Spitfire Mk.V which was the backbone of RAF
Fighter Command at the time. As MK.VIII development was not progressing
quickly enough to counter the immediate threat posed by the new Luftwaffe
aircraft, Merlin 60 series powerplants were jury-rigged onto existing Mk.Vs
to become the Mk.IX. The Mk.VIIT went into production in November 1942,
with most aircraft produced seeing action with RAF and Britush
Commonwealth units in the Southeast Asian theater and with the USAAF in
the Mediterranean. A total of 1,658 Mk.VIlIs were built during the war, with
410 of these aircraft seeing service with the Royal Australian Air Force.

(Data) (Mk.VIII) Crew: one: wingspan (clipped-tip wing): 9.804m; length (with
standard rudder): 9.474m; height: 3.569m: wing arca: 21.46m2; weight, fully-
loaded: 3,523kg: engine: Merlin 66 (for low-altitude operation) rated at 1,580hp;
cruising range: 698km: maximum speed (with low altitude powerplant) 650km/h;
fixed armament (C-wing): 20mm cannon x 2, 7.7mm machine guns x 4
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Marking & Painting i

e A ¥ AEE F145MITHEMER 19493F1NNBAZ/15U7F
YR IRUZEER Royal Air Force No.145 Squadron, November 1943, Canne, Italy
Markierungen und Bemalung
Decoration et Peinture
Marchio & Pittura
Decoracion y Pintura
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AFREE BAIRITHEAER 1944F88H 752
Royal Air Force No.43 Squadron, August 1944, Southern France
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@ This marking chart has been reduced by 80% in the
side view and 50% in the top views from 1/48 scale.
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@®Clean model surface with wet cloth.

seconds.
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@Cut each design out of decal sheet
and dip them in warm water for 20
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@Check with finger tip if design is loose : éﬂh—;/‘
on base paper. If so, place it on
proper position on model and slide off
base paper leaving design on model.

OiERICHLAKE DU TEREMEICT
A—LEEBDPLEET, Phonl,
FAKERITWTTA-—NEREAT
ARIDKAIPRAEZRLELET.

@®Move desigh to exact position with
wet finger tip, and push out excess
water and air bubbles under decal
with soft cotton cloth.

@7 ARGV ESD LkE
DUHERT. FTH-ILOEhy D/
UEsrEEHNET,

@When decals get dry, wipw off with
wet cloth excess glue left around
decals.
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CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3
YEARS. CONTAINS SMALL PARTS.

ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
ENFANT DE MOINS DE 36 MOIS, EN RAISON DES PIECES
DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.

ATENCAO: IMPROPRIO PARA CRIANCAS COM MENOS DE
3 ANOS. CONTEM PECAS PEQUENAS.

NICHT FUR KINDER UNTER 36 MONATEN ENTHALT
KLEINE TEILE.

ATTENZIONE: PRODOTTO NON ADATTO Al BAMBINI DI
ETA’ INFERIORE Al 36 MESI. CONTIENE PICCOLE PARTI.

FORSIGTIG! IKKE EGNET TIL BGRN SOM ER MINDRE END
3 AR. INDEHOLDER SMA DELE.

ATTENTIE: NIET GESCHIKT VOOR KINDEREN TOT 4 JAAR.
BEBAT KLEINE ONDERDELEN.

ATENCION: NO ES CONVENIENTE PARA NIE_OS
MENORES DE 3 AN OS. CONTIENE PIEZAS PEQUEN AS.

TIPOZOXH : KATAAAHAO TIA TIATATA ANQ TON
TPION ETON TIEPIEXE | MIKPA
TEMAXI1A

EVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN

@Bite lesen Sie die  Anleitung vor dem Zusammenbauen sorgfattig durch.

@Verwenden Sie nur Kunststoffidebstoff und Kunststofflackfarben,

@Die geleerten Plastikiiten solten zemissen und weggeworfen  wer-
den, um zu verhindem, daf3 Kleinkinder beim Spielen darin ersticken

®Handhaben Sie Klebstoff und Lackfarben niemals in der Nahe von
offenen Flammen.

@Mit klebemittel sparsam umgehen und wahrend des zusam-
menbaus fur ausreichende ventilation sorgen.

HLIRE CECI AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE
MONTAGE

@CEtudier attentivement les instructions avant le montage.

@Nutiliser que del'adhésif plastique et du vernis

@Déchirer et jeter les sacs en plastiques vides pour éviter tout
danger d'étouffement pour les enfants.

@®Ne jamais utiliser d'adhésif ou du vermis prés d'une flamme.

@Utiliser le ciment avec modération el bien ventiler la piece
pendant le montage.

BLEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

@Studiare attentamente le istruzioni prima del montaggio.

@Usare solo adesivo e vernici per plastica.

@Strappare ¢ gettare le buste di plastica vuote per evitare il
pericolo di soffocamento per bambini piccoli,

@Non usare mai I'adesive o la vernice vicino ad una fiamma.

@ Utilice suficiente adhesivo y ventile bien la habitacion duranie
la construccion.

EANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE, LEA WEfZ§iIES%E SR,
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L D e e U NENALBEADRNEY, ARNERETFRRFeE | /ANNUNG" SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
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