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A development of the M2A4 Light Tank, the Stuart M3 benefitted from the combat experi-
ence of the earlier machine. The most notable feature of the Stuart is the large trailing idler
wheel which provided improved stability over the M2A4 configuration. Additional improve-
ments included doubling the thickness of the armor plating to 51mm. Production began in
March of 1941 and some of the first tanks were shipped to British tank squadrons in the
Middle East by August of that year. Although they were very successful in desert combat, the
Stuarts suffered from insufficient range. To overcome this problem a removable auxiliary fuel
tank was designed. these tanks could be mounted on the copula when extended range was
required. The Stuart was armed with one 37mm M6 Howitzer and five 30 cal. machine guns.
The two 30 cal. guns mounted in the sponsons were usually removed in combat. The Stuart
was powered by a 250 hp Continental radial engine. When these engines became scarce
during the production of the tank, a Guiberson nine-cylinder diesel engine was substituted.
The performance of the diesel was comparable to the Continental engine.

(DATA)

Length: 14 feet 10 inches  Width: 7 feet 4 inches Armament:One 37mm M6 Gyrostabil-
ized gun Five 30 cal. machine guns Engine: 250 hp Continental W670-9a, or Guiberson
Diesel on some later models;Synchromesh transmission,five speeds forward,one reverse
Road Speed:37mph Crew:Four
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Marking & Painting
I—X U RUBER
Markierungen und Bemalung

Decoration et Peinture
Marchio & Pittura

Decoracion y Pintura H 77
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